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TALKING PAPER

. S ON
POSSIBLE TCXIC:CONTAMINATION AT CAMP RINSER

The following actiohs;éregarﬁing the possibility of toxic dumping
Off MSA - Urasoe, were%tasked by JC1 on 8 July 93;

1. Confirm. There is no evidence.t
off MSA - Urasoe. However, there is
contamination by heavy metals and pesticides caused by past

hazardous material stovage practices.
follows: - F SR BT

CHRONOLOGY

= From 1845 to 1973, the US Army stored large amounts of

hazardous materials/wastes in the open along the shorelihe
- at MSA (now Camp Kinser).

= Dec 72: CINCUSARPAC directed Yeporting of all Okinawa
excess chemicals to US Army General Material Parts Center.
-~ Chemicals wers primarily retrograde shipments from
Viet-Nam and those declared éxcess due to the phase
down of depot operations.

-- Chemicals were stored in the open lumber yard next
to the beach which covered a total storage area of
approximately 500,000 Square feet (eéncl 1).

== Chemicals iﬁcluded insecticides, rodenticlides, herbi-
Gides, inorganic and organic acids, alkalis, inoxganic
salts and organic solvents, and vapor -degreasers.

== US Army Base Command Okinawa (USARBCO) was unable to
dispose of chemicals either by shipment to CONUS or by
sales locally, thus containers deteriorated in the
open storage conditions.

~ 1 Apr - 31 Aug ?3: A project was initiated to cleanup the
MSA shoreline by the Joint Environmental Investigative
Committee which included the Okinawa Prefectural Govern-

ment (OPG) and US Arimy Pacific Environmental Health Agency
(USAPACEHEA) (encl 2).



-

19 to 20 pec 78: A fish ki1 took place directly offshore
from the mgp lumber yarg. '
14 - 3¢ Jan 75;

Dead fish were found along the Msa
Shoreline. ( _

17 Jan 75; Joint investigation was conducted by Urasoe

Municipal Office and Urasoe Fishery Cooperative Associa~
tion (ency 3). ‘

22 Jan 75: The incident was studied ang Treported by

-USAPACEHEA.

=~ USAPACEHEA indicated Contamination involving pesti-
Cides such as malathion, chlordane, diazinon, pDDT,
dieldrin,‘dioxin {(agent orange Component), and high

concentration of PCR's, Particularly aroclior 1260
(encl 4), :

9.Jan - pep 76 USAPACEHEA documented the.investigation

and initiail <leanup, The action was taken by yus Army
Garrison Okinawa (encl B)a _

-~ Cyanide compounds were neutralized,’flushed into the

= Inorganic acigs and alkalis were neutralized andg
flushed over the lumber yard grounds.

-- Pesticides were repackaged and buried at a landfill
site. Note - Coordinates match current Kin dump site,

Nov 77: & joint study was conducted by the opg and the
USAPACEHER (enecl 2y,

“~ The results showed high'concentrations of heavy metals
but low Concentrations of pesticides.

15 Jun - 1 Sep 1978: USAPACEHEA letter summarized the
Necessity for continued Sampling and analyses of the shore
line area with respect to pesti-ide levels in the soil and
water (encl 6). :

Sep 1984: mhe Navy Hosﬁital, Okinawa (NAVHOSP), was asked



to determine acceptability of the offshore area at Kingser
for recreational~swimming;
~~ NAVHOSP rec

ommended that further sampling be conducted
{(encl i .

- Feb - 3 Jun g5: Additional soil Samples were analyzed for
dioxin and tested negative, however, the shoreline

femaingd closed to recreational activities as a precaution
enc

Another fish kill took place offshore from Camp

== It resulted “rom @xcavation associated with Urasoce
City port facility construction. .

== Analysis of 30il, water and fish contained elevated

levels of pesticides chlordane and dieldrin, PCB con-
taminated ol and heavy metals (encl 9). :

- Nov 89: Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Pacific
" Division (PACNAVEACENGCOM) was requested to investigate

the Suitability of the Rinser beach area for recreational
use. :

- Jan 90; PACNAVFACENGCOM stated that a detailed study was
needed at a cost of more than $500,000 (encl 10). :

-~ May 90: Aan Environmental Assessment was made by PWO, MCB
Butler, for subject area (encl 11). '

- Jan 91: An Environmental Summary was drafted by PWO, MCB
Batler, for subject site (encl 12).

-

- 49 Develop strategy, after facis are in, to notify GoJ. TBD

3. After pictire clea}s, develcp Q & A's. The foliowing poten-
tial guestions have besn identified; the answers will be formed
as the situation develops.

Ql: When did you fing 2

Al:

Q2: - What did you <o when you find out?

AZ:



Q3: What are you doing to ensg

ure that it won't happen again?
A3: ' A

Q4: what types of toxic chemical miéht have been released into
the soil ang into the water?

Ad:

Q5
A5;

Q6: What is the usa
these Chemicals? :

Ab:

é. Confirm, - Year, - Type Toxin, - Quantity.

YEAR IYPE TOXIN QUANTITY
Prior to 1973 - Arsenic Unknown
ditto ; Cadmium ~ Unknown
ditto Chlordang | Unknown
ditto Cﬁromium Unknown
diito Cyanide Unknown
ditto DDE - ‘ “ Unknown
ditto DDD Unknown
ditto :  ppp Unknown
ditto 4 % Dieldzrin Unknown
“ditto _ Diazinen Unknown
1976 : Ferric Chroride 27,800 1bs
Prior to 1973 | Lead ‘ | Unknown

ditte Lindane Unknown



ditto Malathion Unknown

ditto

ditto . PCB

Mercury Unknown

Unknown

Summary Report.

BEACKGROUND

Based upon official documentation (encls 1 ~ 12) the

following areas were contaminated with heavy metals and
pesticides by the Army between 1945 and 1973

== The water araa off MSA (now Camp Kinser)
-= The Camp Kinser shoreline

=~ The old MSA iumber yard & Chemical Field Storage Area

The'following areas were used as local disposal sites
during clean-up Operations and may be contaminated:

== The old lime pit across from the MSA theater
=< The current Xin dump site

=~ The old MSA lumber yvard
== The old MSA 540 yard

Three fish kills have been reported in the water area off
MSA: Dec 74, Jan 75, and Oct 86.

From 1973 to 1988, numerous soil, water and fish samples
were taken in the vicinity of MSA. All were superficial.

In 1990, PACNAVFACENGCOM estimated that a detailed study
of the area would. cost more than $500 K "(encl 10).

- High cost of study dué to large size of area and
technical detection difficulty

DISCUSSION.

Defense Environmental Restoration Account (DERA) funds

cannot be used Lo perform investigation or remediation in
foreign countries.

== 8Survey efforts must be supported by either service OsM
funds or OSD environmental funds. -

== Remediation efforts would have to be funded under the»
FiP. '



actions are required, UsrFg would request GOJ fund any
remediation efforts through the FIP.

Extensive sampling is needeq to determine the actual.

extent of contamination, if any, remaining at Camp Kinger
and the Kip dump.,

Survey may be Just the "down Payment" on eventual
remediation actionz, which will be Predicated on the
outcome of the gite investigations.
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